
 
Why Then Should We Give? 

 
 At first glance, an essay on heaven and an essay on poverty would have nothing to do 

with each other.  Yet the themes in “The Weight of Glory” by C. S. Lewis and “The Singer 

Solution to World Poverty” by Peter Singer interact remarkably well.  Although Lewis wrote 

sixty years before Singer, the topics that both men address—charity, how we should treat our 

fellow human beings, and our moral responsibilities—are timeless.  In fact, the beginning of 

“The Weight of Glory” could have been written in direct response to Singer’s proposal.  Lewis 

says: 

If you asked twenty good men today what they thought the highest of the virtues, 

nineteen of them would reply, Unselfishness. By if you had asked almost any of 

the great Christians of old, he would have replied, Love . . . the negative idea of 

Unselfishness carries with it the suggestion not primarily of securing good things 

for others, but of going without them ourselves, as if our abstinence and not their 

happiness was the important point. (25) 

 Singer is certainly one of those nineteen as he urges people to give away, “whatever 

money you’re spending on luxuries, not necessities” (395).  This is a number that he sets as any 

income over $30,000 a year.  Throughout his essay, Singer focuses on “our abstinence” (Lewis 

25) rather than what effect the reader’s charity would have.  He asserts, “That’s right: I’m saying 

that you shouldn’t buy that new car, take that cruise, redecorate the house or get that pricey new 

suit.  After all, a $1,000 suit could save five children’s lives” (Singer 395).  Notice the negative 

emphasis of his language on “shouldn’t.” Tellingly, in this quote alone, five words focus on the 

positive goal of our charity, but eighteen words focus on the negative of what we have to give 

up. 
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